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Wright had not stayed long in the Museum, the next senior man in
the Museum suitable by scholarship was Robert Kennaway Douglas,
afterwards Sir Robert Douglas, who since Major's retirement and
the re-incorporation of the Maps into the Printed. Books in 1880
had as Assistant-Keeper in that Department taken charge of the
Map Room as well as of Chinese and Japanese books, of which,
together with the MSS. in those languages, he produced the catalogue
in 1877. His interests were in fact rather in Far Eastern literature
than in cartography. The opportunity was now taken by Maunde
Thompson to transfer Douglas to be Keeper in succession to Rieu,
and with him all the printed collections of Indian and Near as well
as Far Eastern literatures. The Trustees took the decision on gth May,
1891, and the Department became that of Oriental Printed Books
and Manuscripts. The change seems to have been obviously desir-
able long before this; but very often organization depends on the
chance of the right man being available at the right moment.

Douglas had under him a grandson of Sir Henry Ellis, Mr. A. G.
Ellis, who entered in 1883, retired in 1909 and died in 1942, a scholar
in the Semitic tongues; the Rev. G. Margoliouth, a Hebraist; and
Dr. Lionel D. Barnett (entered 1899, Keeper 1908, retired 1929),
who added to wide classical, Hebrew and modern language scholarship
an exceptional knowledge of the tongues of India; and rather later
Dr. Lionel Giles (entered 1900, Keeper 1929, retired 1940), who
was to replace Douglas as the Museum's Chinese scholar. Between
them these men added to the Museum's publications a number of new,
and supplements to the old, catalogues. Ellis's catalogue of Arabic
books is spoken of as "a monument of sound learning." The Depart-
ment also began the valuable practice of introducing external scholars
to deal with some of the many tongues it covered. Not only did Nubian
and Coptic texts begin in 1909 to be published by Wallis Budge,
Keeper of Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities, but Dr. W. E. Crum
made the very important Catalogue of Coptic Manuscripts, published
in 1905.6 '
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